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Bahrain ‘committed to freedom of speech’

Interior Minister LieutenantGeneral Shaikh Rashid bin
Abdulla Al Khalifa yesterday
stressed Bahrain’s commitment
to freedom of expression and
human rights that are protected in
the constitution.
“However, it is unfortunate
that some are misusing such
freedoms through law-breaking
activities,” he said as he took part
in the opening ceremony of the
Milipol Paris Security Exhibition
that showcased advanced security programmes and technologies.
The minister is visiting France
on the invitation of his French counterpart Manuel Valls.
Shaikh Rashid said bilateral cooperation between the two countries
would help fight organised crimes
and terrorism.
He said Bahrain adopted the democratic approach more than 10 years
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n Royal greetings
His Majesty King Hamad yesterday sent a cable
of congratulations to Prince Albert II of Monaco
marking his country’s National Day.

n Minister congratulated

n The Interior Minister with Mr Valls, centre, and other officials

ago. “The government comprises
citizens who work for all children of
Bahrain, but we are against extremism that doesn’t serve Islam or security and stability of the nation.”
He said Bahrain’s police don’t
face protesters but individuals who
are involved in rioting, vandalism

and terrorism.
Mr Valls called for the continuation of efforts to support the National
Dialogue.
He affirmed Bahraini-French
agreements to activate co-operation between security authorities to fight terrorism and all forms

of crimes.
Shaikh Rashid invited his French
counterpart to visit Bahrain which he
accepted.
The minister was briefed on the latest security technologies at the expo
in which more than 1,000 companies
from 43 countries are taking part.

Her Royal Highness Princess Sabeeka bint
Ibrahim Al Khalifa, wife of His Majesty
and Supreme Council for Women president,
yesterday sent a cable of congratulations
to Culture Minister Shaikha Mai bint
Mohammed Al Khalifa who was granted
the Paestum Archaeology Award by the
Mediterranean Exchange of Archaeological
Tourism. Princess Sabeeka commended
Shaikha Mai’s efforts to conserve national
heritage, promote Bahrain as an international
tourism destination and build cultural bridges
between nations.

n Education’s role in focus

Bahrain Centre for Excellence yesterday held
a workshop under the patronage of Education
Minister Dr Majid Al Nuaimi. Addressing the
event, Minister of State for Defence Affairs Lt
General Dr Shaikh Mohammed bin Abdulla Al
Khalifa emphasised the importance of education
in nation-building and sustainable development.
Commenting on the theme of the workshop,
“Lifelong Learning”, he said it is essential to
achieve a constructive knowledge-based society
and promote the culture of sustainable selfeducation by enhancing citizens’ motivation.
Minister of State for Implementation Mohammed
Al Mutawa underscored the importance of the
“Lifelong Learning” programme in boosting the
national economy and ensuring people’s welfare.

n Safety week campaign
n Education Minister Dr Majid Al Nuaimi yesterday met Moroccan Justice and
Liberties Minister Al Mustapha Al Rumaid and discussed co-operation between
Bahrain University and the Moroccan Magistrate Institute. Bahrain University
president Dr Ebrahim Janahi attended.

n Public Security chief Major-General Tariq Al Hassan
yesterday received Bahrain International Circuit chief
executive Shaikh Salman bin Isa Al Khalifa and discussed
security preparations for the upcoming motorsport events.

GPIC organised Safety, Health and
Environment Week. President Abdul
Rahman Jawahery, members of executive
management, senior officials and more than
90 workers donated blood at the company’s
health centre.

n Panel discusses letter

The Shura Council’s human rights committee
yesterday discussed a letter from Alliance of
Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE)
Group in the European Parliament on human
rights in Bahrain.
Chairwoman Dr Aisha Salem Mubarak said a
suitable reply will be sent.

n Leadership forum set

A forum ‘Supporting Successful Leaders to
Attain the Best’ will open on December 11 at
the Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel, Residence
and Spa, under the patronage of Minister of
State for Electricity and Water Affairs Dr
Abdulhussain Mirza. Dr Marshal Goldsmith
will deliver the lecture.

n Labour Minister and Supreme Council for Vocational Training president Jameel Humaidan yesterday opened the sixth Regional Human
Development Conference and Exhibition. It is being held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, under the theme “Managing GCC University Talents”.
Addressing the opening session, Mr Humaidan said the labour market is different now from what it used to be in the past decade and will be
different in the future mainly due to the increase in the number of universities and students all over the world and a change of labour market
requirements in the public and private sectors. He commended the government’s efforts to ensure quality education and training and mend the
gap between educational output and labour market requirements.

n BNA attends photo expo
Bahrain News Agency (BNA) took part in
a photography exhibition yesterday on the
sidelines of the fourth News Agencies World
Congress, hosted by Saudi Arabia.

n Delegation at ITU session
Minister of State for Telecommunications
Affairs Shaikh Fawaz bin Mohammed Al
Khalifa yesterday led Bahrain’s delegation to
a meeting and exhibition of the International
Telecommunications Union (ITU) in Bangkok.
The event, running until Friday, is being held
under the theme “Embracing Change in a
Digital World”.

n Books presented

Public Security chief Major-General Tariq
Al Hassan received Captain Abdulrahman
Rashid Al Abdulaziz who presented his
book on quality assurance management in
government organisations.

l Capital Governor Shaikh Hisham bin Abdul
Rahman Al Khalifa yesterday received AbdulRazzaq Zain Al Abdeen who presented his book
Bahrain’s Economic Development and Foreign
Trade.

n Services reviewed
n Eskan Bank has launched its marketing campaign for the Al Madinah Danat project, which includes 16 multi-storey buildings with 324
apartments. The project is located in the heart of Isa Town, between Al Quds and Muscat avenues. The bank has established a kiosk at Seef Mall
to help those interested in buying residential units and brief them on details of finance and ownership. The project is expected to be completed
in November next year.

Electricity and Water Authority
chief executive Shaikh Nawaf bin Ibrahim
Al Khalifa yesterday received Muharraq
municipal councillor Fatima Salman and
discussed water and power services.

THE Public Prosecution has reviewed
the testimonies of two witnesses
against a kindergarten closed down for
allegedly mistreating pupils.
The Public Prosecution is investigating allegations that children aged
18 months to three years were tied
to their chairs with belts, came home
with bruises and were not allowed to

A former Alba official took the stand in a
bribery trial in a London court yesterday.
South African Jeremy Nottingham, who was
deputy chief executive from 1998 to 2004,
was speaking as a prosecution witness in the
bribery trial of British-Canadian businessman
Victor Dahdaleh. Britain’s Serious Fraud
Office accuses Mr Dahdaleh of having paid
over $65 million in bribes to officials at Alba
to secure contracts worth over $3 billion for
foreign companies in which he had an interest.
Mr Dahdaleh has pleaded not guilty to eight
corruption charges.

Witnesses testify in kindergarten abuse case
drink water, among other things.
Two teachers from the kindergarten
in Hidd described how the principal
mistreated students by beating them
and tying them to their chairs.
They also said the institution lacked
hygiene standards which put children’s health at risk.
The prosecution also listened to

statements of 18 parents. They said
the children’s behaviour changed since
joining the kindergarten. Prosecution
officials and specialists from the Child
Protection Centre also took statements
of pupils and kindergarten employees.
The Public Prosecution summoned
the principal along with one of the
employees. Both were investigated

and confronted with the statements
of the witnesses. The two denied the
accusations. They were charged with
endangering children’s lives.
The prosecution ordered the principal to be temporarily detained for further investigation. The case has been
referred to the Lower Criminal Court
which will hear the case today.

n Ex-Alba official in court

